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that had done India no harm. Whenever there is a war between
two races, one has to hear both parties before coming to a decision
either for or against any of them. In the last war wo had a one-
sided version only, and that from a nation certainly not renowned
for truthfulness or honesty. You have all along been an advocate
of passive resistance and non-violence. Why then did you induce
people to take part in a war the merits of which they knew not,
and for the aggrandizement of a race so miserably wallowing iu
the mire of imperialism? You may say you had faith in the British
bureaucracy. Is it possible for any person to have faith in an alien
people, all whose acts have run so glaringly counter to their pro*
mises? It cannot have been so with a person of such high attain-
ments as yourself. So you will please answer the second riddle*
"There is another point to which I should like to refer. Yoxi
are an advocate of non-violence. Under the present circumstances
we should be strictly non-violent. But when India will be free,,
should we strictly eschew arms even if a foreign nation invaded
us? Would you also boycott railways and telegraphs and steamers
even when they will have ceased to promote exports of the products
of our soil?*'
I hear and read many charges of inconsistency about
myself. But I do not answer them as they do not affect any-
one but myself. The questions, however, raised by the
correspondent are of general importance and deserve notice.
They are by no means new to me. But I do not remember
having answered them in the columns of Toung India.
Not only did I offer my services at the time of the Zulu
Revolt but before that, at the time of the Boer War, and
not only did I raise recruits in India during the late war,
but I raised an ambulance corps in 1914 in London. If,
therefore, I have sinned, the cup of my sins is full to the
brim. I lost no occasion of serving the Government at all
times. Two questions presented themselves to me during
all those crises. What was my duty as a citizen of the empire
as I then believed myself to be, and what was my duty as
an out-and-out believer in the religion of Ahimsa—non-
violence?
^ I know now that I was wrong in thinking that I was
a citizen of the empire. But on those four occasions I did

